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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 22, 2012 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2012-0337 
705 E. 49TH STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan side-gabled frame cottage with single 2:2 fenestration and a 
shed-roofed rear addition. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1946 by James Monroe Hill, who is listed in the 1947 city directory 
with his wife, Evelyn.  Hill was listed as a student at the University of Texas.  He did not 
appear in the 1944-45 directory, nor does he appear in the 1949 directory; and it is believed 
that he died in Kaufman County, Texas in April, 1946, although there is a June, 1946 
building permit in his name to screen in the rear porch.  Mary Elliff, the office manager for 
the Community Chest of Austin is listed as the owner and occupant of the house in the 1949 
city directory; by 1953, the house was owned and occupied by Bishop and Lonnie Vann; he 
had lived in Manor and Dessau, where he had operated stores prior to moving to Austin, 
and worked as a salesman in a dry goods store, as did his wife.  By the time he and Lonnie 
were living in this house, it appears that they were retired; the city directories do not list 
his or her occupations.  The Vanns lived here until around 1960, when the house became a 
rental unit, rented over the years by a car mechanic, an attendant at the State Hospital, a 
department store employee, and a petroleum engineer. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house does not appear in any city survey. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the demolition permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package 
consisting of photographs of all elevations of the house, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history.  The house has neither the architectural nor the historical significance to 
warrant individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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705 E. 49th Street 
ca. 1946 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
705 E. 49th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2012 
 
1992  Lauren Jaben, renter 
  Employed by Word of Mouth (not listed in the directory) 
 
  Peter Williams, renter 
  Student 
 
1985-86 Larry T. and Pam Jernigan, renters 
  Petroleum engineer 
 
1981  Gail Borchardt, renter 

Employed by Best Products, department store, 6301 E. U.S. 290 Highway. 
 
1977  Gayle Borchardt, renter 
  No occupation listed 
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1973  Robert D. and Darlene Flack, renters 
  Attendant, Austin State Hospital 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Robert D. and Darlene Flack were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1968  Vacant 
 
1962  Marshall K. and Pauline Speed, renters 

Mechanic, Jim Bell Motors, used cars, 901 W. 5th Street. 
 
1957  Bishop L. and Lonnie Vann, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1953  Bishop L. and Lonnie Vann, owners 
  No occupation listed 

 
1949  Mary L. Elliff, owner 

Office manager, Community Chest of Austin, 610 Guadalupe Street. 
NOTE:  James M. and Evelyn Hill are not listed in the directory. 

 
1947  James M. and Evelyn A. Hill, owners 

Student, University of Texas 
 
1944-45 The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  James M. and Evelyn Hill are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
JAMES M. and EVELYN HILL (ca 1946) 
There is very little information concerning the Hills, aside from the fact that they built this house 
in 1946; the building permit was issued in January, 1946, while James M. Hill was a student at 
the University of Texas.  It appears that Hill died in April, 1946 in Kaufman County, although 
there is a building permit in June, 1946 to screen in the rear porch of this house in his name. 
 
BISHOP L. and LONNIE VANN (ca. 1952 - ca. 1960) 
Bishop L. and Lonnie Vann appear in the 1940 U.S. Census living in rented quarters at 1702 
Congress Avenue in Austin.  Bishop Vann was then 57, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  Lonnie Vann was then 58, had been born in Texas, and was a dressmaker.  
Their son, B.L. Vann, Jr., was then 31, had been born in Texas, and did lab work for the 
Highway Department.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ben [sic] L. and Lonnie Vann living in 
rented quarters at 106 W. 17th Street, with their 21-year old son, Ben [sic], Jr.  Both Bishop 
(Ben) and Lonnie were salespeople in a dry goods store; their son had no occupation listed.  
The 1920 U.S. Census report shows the family living in a rented house in Dessau, Texas, where 
Bishop Vann was a general merchant and Lonnie (listed in the census report as Louise Lee) 
Vann was a saleslady in the store. 
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Bishop Vann’s World War I draft registration card shows that he was living in Manor, Texas, and 

was a farmer and merchant. 
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Obituary of Bishop Vann 

Austin American, June 30, 1958 
 
 
 

 
Building permit to James M. Hill for the construction of the house (1946) 
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Building permit to James M. Hill to screen in the rear porch (1946) 

 

 
Building permit to Bishop L. Vann to re-roof the house (1961) 
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Water service permit to James M. Hill (1946) 

 

 
Sewer service permit to James M. Hill (1946) 

 
 

 


